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September 18, 2007
Rep. Steve Rothman
c/o  Mr. Kevin Donnelly ,  District  Director
25  Main Street
Hackensack, NJ 07601

Dear Congressman Rothman,

It  is  with deep regret  that  I  am  unable  to travel to  Hackensack from
Cam den County today to  meet  with Mr. Donnelly  as  he jo ins with my co-
leaders in the NJ Im peach Groups and  other leaders in New Jersey  to  d iscuss
our Constitutional  crisis.

I  have written to  you previously  regarding the abuse of  power by  President
George Bush and  Vice  President  Dick Cheney and was pleased to  receive  a
reply . You expressed great  concern over the possibi lity  that  Mr. Cheney
disclosed the identity  of  a  U.S. covert  intell igence agent , about  his ro le  in  the
manipulat ion of  pre-war intell igence on Iraq 's  weapons of mass destruct ion
program and  Iraqi partnership  with al  Qaeda as well  as his role in
threatening a  war against  Iran. You assured m e that  you would  “keep our
shared  concerns very  much in m ind.”

Of  course, the Bush administrat ion has engaged  in other abuses including
government sanct ioned  torture, suspension of  habeas corpus, more than one
thousand signing statements designed to  hold  the  President  above the  law,
and  warrantless wiretapping (a  felony). Each of these represents serious
attacks on our Constitut ion and  rule  of  law in our country. I  honest ly  do  not
know what more a  President  and  Vice  President  could  do to  warrant
impeachment. I  trust  that  m y colleagues will  express to  Mr. Donnelly  the
urgency of  this situation and  that  nothing, including the t ime left  in  off ice ,
the number of  votes, the 2008 elect ion season should  take precedence over
protect ing our Constitut ion.

As I  expressed in  my previous letter, our country is  protected by  men and
wom en who have taken an oath to  protect  our Constitut ion from enemies
foreign and domestic. They took that  oath with the understanding that  they
may have to lay  down their l ives.  My immediate neighborhood  is  current ly
lined with hundreds of American flags as  we await  the return of  one of  our
country ’s  f inest , a  Marine, who was killed  in Anbar Prov ince Friday. He was
scheduled  to  return home today to  his family and  new wife a fter f inishing  his
second tour.  I  have not  included  his name in this letter out  of  respect  for his
family ,  but  I  am sure  you are  aware that  NJ has lost  yet  another son. 
Mem bers of  Congress  do not  have to lay  down their l ives,  we are asking  only
that they  stand up .
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The concerns that  I  expressed in  this letter as  well  as  the ones that  you
shared in  yours dem and invest igat ion. Impeachment is  a  process. I t  begins
with a  careful invest igat ion and  that  is  where you will  get  the answers to  our
questions regarding the actions of  the President and  Vice President.  We ask
that  you sign onto  H. Res. 333 . Addit ionally ,  as  that  resolut ion is  quite
limited in  its  breadth of  charges , we are  looking for members of Congress to
address, through the  f i l ing  of  art icles of  impeachment , torture , il legal spying,
a  war of  aggression, and  the abuse of  power via  signing  statements by
President  George W. Bush.

Many democrat ic representatives believe  that  impeachable  o ffenses have
occurred, but  repeat  the talking point  that  there  " isn 't  enough t ime."  For
what? To protect  the Constitution? How many more generations do you hope
this republic  wil l last? Can you honest ly  look at  our Const itution that  is
act ively  under assault  and concern yourself  with t ime? I f  these abuses are  not
challenged  v igorously  and  in a  meaningful way before this President  and  VP
leave off ice , you will  have effect ively  altered the structure of  our government.
The other ta lking  point  floating  around is  "there aren't  enough votes."  What
piece  of  legislat ion ever starts with enough votes? There weren ’t  enough votes
when the process began with Richard  Nixon. It  was the invest igat ions and
subsequent  revelat ions that  garnered the votes. So, I  ask you today  to  al low
that  process to  unfo ld . That  is  a ll  we are asking . The American people are
watching closely .  Watching to  see  which of  our e lected off icials will  rise  to the
occasion when the oath they took is  put  to  the test .

Finally,  may I  add  that  many in the Dem ocratic leadership  are obviously
focused sole ly  on the 2008  elect ions. Please understand  from a li fe long
Dem ocrat  that  we will  not  be  going down with the ship . The high crimes and
misdemeanors of  this administration in our minds are a lready established .
The only  thing worse is  a  Party that  believes they can ride  high on the
fai lures of  the other without hold ing them  accountable. Please do not  m ake
that  mistake.

Respect fully ,

Cheryl  Biren-Wright
Progressive Dem ocrats of  America
Chair ,  South Jersey  Impeach Team


