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Statement by Stuart  Hutchison Regarding  HR 24, to  Com m ence Im peachm ent
Ag ainst  President  Bush and Vice  President  Cheney  —  19 February  2008,
before  the  New Hampshire  Legis la ture  State-Federal  Relat ions  and
Veterans’  Af fairs  Com m ittee

Chairman Roberts,  honorable  Legis lators,  thank you for  your courtesy and t ime in
permitt ing  me to  address  you.  My name is  Stuart  Hutchison, and my fami ly  l ives
in Wayne, New Jersey.   I  organize  for  N ew  Jersey  Im pe ach Groups –
ImpeachThem.com ,  a  s tatewide organizat ion with chapters  in  the north,  centra l
and south  regions  of my sta te.   Our membersh ip numbers a  thousand people, and
l ike Betty  Hal l  and so  many of your  fe l low residents ,  we’re  dedicated to  the
passage  in  the  legi s la ture  of our  Garden State,  o f a  resolution to  impeach Pres ident
Bush and V ice Pres ident Cheney.  

As  you know, your passage of  HR 24 wil l  tr igger  Rule 603 from Thomas
Jefferson’s  Manual o f Parliamentary  Practice s,  which  consti tutes  the  off ic ia l  ru les  o f
the  United States  House  of  Representatives.  In  our  analys i s,  Rule 603 was  a  k ind
of loophole  Je fferson created with  great del iberat ion, as  he  pondered an important
question:

“W hat  recourse  can there be when a  pres ident  decides  he wants  to  be king —  or as
we say in  modern t imes  — a  d ictator?   What further  is  to  be done when there
presents  a  federa l  legi s la ture  that i s  become so  decadent,  or  j aded, or  br ibed and
corrupt —  or  fearfu l,  that i t ’s  no longer  respons ib le  to  the  voters  who elected
them to serve the people  of  the United States?”   Rule  603 says  that  a  legis lature can
pass  a  resolution for  impeachment,  and your  resolution adopts  the  form of  “A
Peti t ion”  that  i s,  in  Je f ferson’s  word, transm itted  to  the  congress  as  a  d irection
by the  State  of  New Hampshire  that the  U.S. House  commence impeachment
proceedings against  the Pres ident and the V ice Pres ident.

Je fferson’s  Rule  603 has  never  been invoked to impeach a  pres ident,  but i t  was used
to impeach a federal  judge in Florida in 1903, re ferred to as  the Hinds Precedents,  section
2469.   The Rule  applies  in  l ine  with  the  Consti tution art ic le  for  the  impeachment
of a  judge — a  Civi l  Off icer —  as well  a s  a  president and vice  president.   The
lega l i ty  of  the  implementation or  invocation of  Je fferson’s  Rule  is  stra ightforward
and should  be indisputable;  i t ’s  the  law in  the  Par l iamentary Rules  and Pract ices  of
the  U.S. House, and is  as  such part  o f our  Const i tution.  When you pass  the
Resolut ion to Commence Impeachment in  New Hampshire,  I  bel ieve pol i t ic ians  in
the  United States  House  wi l l  have  a  hard t ime obstructing  what most Americans
wi ll  consider  to  be an obvious  requirement.   At  the  end of the  day,  i t ’s  the
pressure from you and fel low patr iots  that  w il l  br ing impeachment.
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W hat is  the  wi l l  o f the  people  of  the  United States?   I f  we are  to  bel ieve the
poll ing,  a  vas t  major ity o f  Amer icans bel ieve impeachment must  commence. 
95% of Americans  do not  trust  Pres ident  Bush  to resolve the Iraq war
successfu l ly.   Only  19% of  Amer icans bel ieve we’re on the r ight  track.  [As of
March 19th:]  In  a  pol l  ask ing the quest ion, “Should Bush be impeached,”  MSNBC
records  588,746  votes  cas t,  and of  that  tota l  a  stunning 89%  of  the respondents
—  523,984 people  say  the  president  should be  im peached ,  with  only
53,576  people , just 9.1% of the total,  say ing Bush should not  be impeached.   A l l
the  references  I  am making are c i ted  and l inked at our  internet web s i te,
ImpeachThem.com.  Now people who don’t  l ike the numbers say  i t ’s  not a
sc ient i f ic  pol l .   My answer i s  that  when you accumulate  numbers  of  such  a  huge
scale  as  that,  you can cons ider  the  tota ls  to  be a  fa ir ly  re l iab le  indicator  of
publ ic  sentiment.   Another  poll,  by the  organizat ion Impeach Bush, c i tes
1,001,024 votes  to  im peach .   One last  indication is  the  poll  conducted by
Robert Wexler, congressman from Flor ida, in  which  232,961 people  stated
they  want hearings  on the im peachm ent  of  Dick Cheney .   These  are  a l l
s igni f icant numbers,  and they re flect  only  the  t ip of the  iceberg where  the
peoples’ a larm about the  Bush administration is  concerned.

Our people  were  betrayed by  a  pres ident who l ied  us  to  war.   Pres ident Bush
knew there  were  no weapons of mass  destruction in  Iraq  before  he  launched the
invas ion on March 19th, 2003.  This  i s  documented by  the  wri ter  Sidney
Blumentha l,  ava i lab le  on our  web s ite,  from his  ar t ic le  in  Salon  magaz ine.  
Making a  de liberate  and consc ious  l ie  in  order  to  jus ti fy  a  war  against  another
sovere ign country  i s  o f i tse lf  an impeachable  offense.

And what are the repercuss ions  of  th is  cr iminal  ac t ion by the pres ident and vice
president?   I  daresay that on September  12th, 2001, our  country  enjoyed the
sympathy and support of a lmost every person on our  planet;  today  we are the
most despised country  in the  world.   The cost  o f the  war  i s  a lmost unimaginable:

— 3,990 American service people dead, including 69 people from my s tate and 21

people from yours. There are 145 suicides  of service people in  Iraq, and over 130,000

people wounded — these are  Defense Department s tatis tics;

— Over 1,189,000 Iraq i dead s ince the invas ion;

— We’re at $503,870,000,000 in  the cost of  fighting the Iraq war, over  ONE-HALF

TRILLION DOLLARS, with costs  projected to reach over  three tr il l ion dol lars.

W ould a  hal f- tr i l l ion dol lar s  be  enough to raze  every Amer ican s lum and replace

i t  with  decent new hous ing?   W ould it  be  enough to  fund mass  production of

zero-polluting  electr ic  cars ,  buses  and trucks?  Would it  be  enough to  f ix every

publ ic  supported hosp ita l?   Would i t  be enough  to pay for  a  comprehensive

s ingle-payer  hea lth  p lan that would  offer  excellent terms for  doctors  and



HR 24/HUTCHISON  3

excellent health  for  al l  our  c i t i zens,  comparable  to  the  best health  care system

in the  world,  which  is  in  France?   

More to the point,  would that  k ind of  money assure  complete  comprehensive

care for  every American service person,  every s ingle  veteran,  forever?   I f  people

are wi ll ing  to  die in  service  to  our  country, shouldn’t  they get  everyth ing  they

need in  order  to  lead a  productive  l i fe  in  dignity  after  the ir  serv ice  years?

Let’s  pause  just  a  second to  cons ider  what a  so ld ier  must fee l:  you’re  on your

5th  tour  of duty  in  Iraq, when you see  a pr ivate  mercenary from a  company l ike

Blackwater, and you know the mercenary is  pa id  ten t imes  as  much money as  you

earn as  a  serv ice  person in  our  country’s  mi l i tary,  and the  mercenary’s  be ing

pa id  with  your  tax  dol lar s,  dedicated by an  adminis trat ion that  sent people  to

batt le,  but was unwi ll ing  to  buy the  proper  armor for  your  vehic les  and the

proper  body armor that can save your  l i fe .   It  must make you pretty  bi tter  when

a fr iend i s  wounded or  k i l led  needlessly.  It  should  make you want to  impeach.

As i f  a l l  that’s  not  enough,  we suf fer  an administrat ion that  conducts  i l legal

wiretaps  of  U.S. c i t izens,  monitors  a l l  emai l  and phone ca l l s ,  and engages  in

tor ture in  vio lat ion of  our  const i tut ion  and internat iona l  law.  Not content with

that,  they d id  away with  habeas corpus, a  concept that’s  nearly  900 years  o ld,

older  than the  Magna Carta, and the  foundation of  a l l  democracy.   Our president

and vice  president have  given themselves  the  power to  gather  everyone of us

here  in th i s  room, put us  in  trucks  and take us away to  be confined, without any

of  our famil ies  and loved ones  knowing where we are,  with no phone ca l ls

permitted, and where  we can be tortured and “d isappeared”  forever.

That i s  un-American, and it’s  sure  not free.  We cons ider  our  country  i s  in  a

s ta te  of  cr i s i s  today, r ight now, and the  Bi l l  o f Rights  and our  entire const i tution

are hanging by a  thread.  W orse,  the  ev idence now ava i lable shows that  both

presidential  e lect ions  in 2000 and 2004 wore s to len, and therefore  we do not

even enjoy democracy in  our  United States.  Our great country  i s  trans formed

now into  an  ol igarchy in  which  a l l  o f us  are ru led by  those  few in  the  top tenth  of

one percent of our  population.

W hat’s  to  be done?  The f i r st  th ing  is  to  impeach and remove Bush and Cheney

from off ice  for  the ir  h igh  cr imes  and misdemeanors.   But we know that gett ing

r id  of  the  bad guys  i s  not enough when they control  our  e lect ion process.   W e
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must get r id  of  a l l  e lectr ic  vote  machines and have  hand-counted paper bal lots.   To

that end we support a  Voters’ B i l l  o f Rights ,  which  I a sk  you to  di str ibute  to  the

legi s la ture.

W e cons ider  Betty  Hal l  to  be a  great patr iot  in  the  tradi tion of  our  greatest

founder,  Thomas Paine.   Along with one of  the greatest  congressmen in  h is tory,

Rep. Dennis  Kuc inich of  Ohio, Ms. Hall  stood up when no one  e lse  would, in  an ac t

of great courage, to  set  our  nat ion r ight aga in.

Last,  I’m pleased to  te l l  you that yesterday  we rece ived the  fo l lowing message from

the great  ar ti st,  humanitar ian and former Pres ident of the  Screen Actors Gui ld,

EDWA RD ASNER :   “There  are  many regrets  that I’m not a  c i t i zen of New

Hampshire and a  member of  i ts  Leg is lature,  but my chie f  regret  tonight i s  that  I ’m

not a l lowed to vote  for  Betty  Hall’s  House  Resolution 24 to  commence

impeachment procedures in  the  U.S. Congress .   At  our  founding, New Hampshire

was essential.  At  our  preservation, i t  i s  even more so.  Vote to  restore  our  unique

democracy.”

You don’t  measure  patr iot i sm by the  s ize  of  the  f lag outs ide  the  car  dea ler  or  the

burger  jo int,  or  by  the  st ickers  on cars .   The measure  of  patr iot i sm is  in  our

treatment of the  least  among us, and in  an  overr iding, abiding  concern for  our

commonwealth.

W e suffer  a  war-l ike administration; the  pres ident and vice  president l ike war, but

Americans are not a  war-l ike people, we are  a  peace  loving  people.

None of  you would be here i f  you d id  not fee l  an  obl igat ion to  serve  the  people.  

Now it’s  t ime to  r ise  to  your  obligation, because you, a l l  o f you here, have  in  your

hands  the  ab i l i ty  to  save  our  United States.  Let  your  love  of  your  fami ly  and our

great commonwealth  be  your  guide, and you wi ll  be  remembered in  h is tory as  the

body that sa id,  “We are  a  nat ion of  laws,  and we must ins is t  that the  laws  be

fol lowed, and no person is  above the law.”

Let  i t  be sa id  of  you,  they made the bold move to restore just ice  and rec la im

democracy throughout the  USA.

This  i s  your  obl igat ion.  Our country and our  const i tut ion compel  you to act  now,

for  the  sake of New Hampshire, for  the  sake of our  United States, and for  the  sake

of our  world.  The l ine  in  Dylan’s  song goes, “ It’s  not dark  yet,  but i t ’s  gett ing

there.”   Time’s  running out,  and I  implore you to move now to sh ine your  l ight  to

vanquish  that darkness.   I  implore  you to  act  today, before  i t’s  too la te.   Thank you.


